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THE BEACON-ETTE 
April 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April is here and the energy is building!  

We are entering a season rich with meaning and momentum. As we gather for Passover, we are reminded of 

the meaning of freedom, the strength of community, and the tradiƟons that bring us together year aŌer year. 

This month, we also pause for Yom HaShoah to honor those we lost. Together, these moments invite us to 

reflect on our journey and recognize how far we’ve come, both as individuals and as a community. 

This year, that sense of connecƟon and shared history makes our celebraƟon even more meaningful. 

Temple Beth Ohr’s 70th Anniversary JewbilaƟon is almost here! The excitement is building as we prepare for a 

wonderful evening filled with music, laughter, and high-energy dueling pianos, celebraƟng 70 incredible years 

of community, tradiƟon, and shared memories. 

From our Passover Seder to special Shabbat services, game nights, and Brotherhood and Sisterhood events, 

April is a Ɵme to show up, connect, and celebrate all that makes our Temple so special. With so many 

meaningful moments and joyful gatherings ahead, there are countless ways to get involved and be part of this 

vibrant community. We can’t wait to celebrate with you. 

 

 

  

https://tbolm.org/
mailto:templebethohrmarketing@gmail.com
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              Growing Into a CiƟzen of the World: 
Jackson’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

We are thrilled to celebrate Jackson as he becomes a Bar 
Mitzvah on April 25, 2026! He will proudly become the fourth 
generaƟon to conƟnue this family tradiƟon, following in the 
footsteps of his father, uncle, paternal grandparents, and great-
grandfather.  

Jackson’s connecƟon to TBO goes all the way back to his father, 
who aƩended Temple Beth Ohr from childhood through 
confirmaƟon and was a member of the confirmaƟon class of 
1991. His grandfather is also an acƟve member of the Temple’s 
Brotherhood. Jackson’s own journey at TBO began in 3rd grade. 
Since then, he has loved building lasƟng friendships and 
learning about Judaism.  

He is a straight-A, 7th-grade honors student who thrives both in 
and beyond the classroom. His passion for history connects him 
to the past, while his love of science, roboƟcs, and animals 
drives him to understand the future and how the world works. 

Jackson isn’t just learning about the world—he’s already making 
his mark on it. He was recently elected Patrol Leader for the Boy 
Scouts Troop 985 in Whiƫer.   

In his free Ɵme, Jackson embraces every opportunity to explore. He enjoys going to Disneyland, playing video 
games, and discovering the outdoors through hiking, camping, and fishing with his Boy Scout troop. 

His love for nature is at the heart of his mitzvah project. On April 4th, Jackson will parƟcipate in a beach 
cleanup at HunƟngton Beach, giving back to his community by helping care for the coastline and environment. 

From the classroom to the outdoors, from community service to personal growth, Jackson is already becoming 
a true ciƟzen of the world. 
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A Lifelong Journey, Fulfilled 
 
For as long as she can remember, Denise felt a quiet but persistent 
connecƟon to Judaism—one that began in childhood and stayed 
with her throughout her life. Though she was raised in a different 
faith, something never fully aligned spiritually, and that connecƟon 
remained in the background for many years. 

In Ɵme, Denise chose to formally embrace what had long been in 
her heart, converƟng to Judaism last year. Her journey was met with 
warmth and support from her family, who have been fully respecƞul 
and encouraging of her decision. Her son, already a member of 
Temple Beth Ohr, helped introduce her to the congregaƟon, where 
she quickly found a sense of belonging. 

Now, at 75, Denise is preparing for her Bat Mitzvah on May 2nd, 
marking both a milestone in Jewish learning and the conƟnuaƟon of 
a lifelong spiritual journey. For Denise, the idea of Ɵkkun olam—
repairing the world—has taken on deep meaning. 

“It’s something I can do to make the world beƩer and it becomes more important to me 
every day.” 

As she looks ahead to her Bat Mitzvah, Denise is especially touched by the opportunity to celebrate with her 
community. “It feels like a privilege,” she says. 

In her day-to-day life, Denise enjoys cooking and making cards. Looking ahead, she hopes to find ways to stay 
connected with the Temple community, even while living out of state. As she prepares for this moment, Denise 
conƟnues to follow a path that has been in her heart all along. 

Mazel Tov, Denise! We are proud to celebrate this meaningful milestone with you and honored to have 
you as part of our community. 

  

mailto:ellieurcis17@gmail.com
https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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Message from our  
Co-Presidents 
Mazel Tov to Ryan Jackson, Co-VP of 
Membership, on being honored as 
Brotherhood Man of the Year! It was a great 
event with over 25 Temple members coming 
out to honor him.  

On April 14th, Temple Beth Ohr is being 
honored with a proclamaƟon from the City 
of La Mirada on our 70th Anniversary.  It is 
taking place at City Hall at 6:30pm. If you 
would like to aƩend, please let us know.   

It is not too late to RSVP to our 70th 
Anniversary JewbilaƟon, on Saturday, April 
18th.  The Ways & Means CommiƩee has 
worked very hard to celebrate in style! 

On April 20th at 7:30 at the Temple and on 
Zoom, we are having a General Membership 
MeeƟng where we will be selecƟng a 
nominaƟng commiƩee and voƟng on Rabbi 
Muroff’s new contract.  Be on the lookout 
for our leƩer and contract, giving specific 
details on how to vote in case you can’t 
make the meeƟng.  

 

Hope you all have a wonderful and 
meaningful Passover,  

 

 

Joe Telles & Sharon Kravitz 
Co-Presidents, TBO 
 
Joe Telles: j.telles263@gmail.com 
Sharon Kravitz: slkravitz@hotmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brotherhood ReflecƟon: 
Yom HaShoah 
As we approach Yom HaShoah, our hearts turn 
toward remembrance, reflecƟon, and 
responsibility. At Temple Beth Ohr, this sacred day 
is more than a date on the calendar—it is a solemn 
gathering of memory and resilience. 

Yom HaShoah calls us to remember the six million 
Jews murdered in the Holocaust, along with the 
millions of others who suffered under Nazi 
persecuƟon. We remember not only the 
unimaginable loss, but also the individual lives—
the children, parents, grandparents, scholars, 
arƟsts, and dreamers—each with a name, a story, 
and a future that was stolen. In remembering 
them, we restore a measure of dignity and 
humanity that hatred tried to erase. 

This day also reminds us of the courage of 
survivors who rebuilt their lives with extraordinary 
strength, carrying both trauma and tesƟmony. 
Their voices have shaped our understanding and 
deepened our empathy. 

For our community, Yom HaShoah is a moment to 
gather across generaƟons. As candles are lit and 
prayers are recited, we reaffirm that memory is an 
acƟve responsibility. We teach our children not 
only what happened, but why it maƩers. We 
confront anƟsemiƟsm and all forms of hatred with 
clarity and moral courage. We commit ourselves to 
standing up for human dignity wherever it is 
threatened. 

May this Yom HaShoah strengthen our resolve to 
live as proud Jews, to build compassionate 
communiƟes, and to ensure that “Never Again” is 
not merely a phrase, but a promise—honored 
through remembrance, educaƟon, and acƟon.  
 

https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/event/70th-Anniversary.html
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L’Taken 2026: Washington DC 
Rabbi Muroff 
 

The goal for this program was to ensure that our 
students made new friends, experienced 

dynamic prayer services, and learned about the lobbying process and 
how impacƞul their acƟons can be.  In that regard the trip to our 
naƟon’s capital was a smashing success for the teens and chaperones 
(Sammy Kotkin and me). They were engaged in dynamic and 
meaningful Jewish acƟviƟes with teens from around the country. 
They parƟcipated in Havdalah in front of the Jefferson Memorial and 
visited the Holocaust and African American Museums. 

What also maƩers to me is that they got to know each other more 
deeply, that we could bond with one another, and that they learned 
that their voices maƩer in a very impacƞul way. 

This was a life-changing and eternally memorable experience for us all. 

Thanks to all the parents of the students for supporƟng their teens. We owe a deep sense of graƟtude to Joann Kotkin, 
Cindy Tessler, Donna Bergles-Hess and Alyssa Freedman-Finch. We could not have done this without you. 

I’d also like to thank Tyler Porter, who took two hours out of his busy workday on Capitol Hill to give us an eye-opening, 
informaƟve and memorable tour of the Capitol. We experienced and learned so much. He even arranged for us to visit 
the floor for the House of RepresentaƟves. 

Finally, kudos to the students: Eli, Zoe, Miranda, Jude, and Rodney. You stayed engaged and involved despite jet lag and 
inclement weather. I’m very proud of the effort you expended to make your lobbying efforts fruiƞul. 

What I enjoyed most was seeing the broad smiles on your faces throughout our Ɵme in DC. Kudos to you all. 
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O f f i c e  C l o s e d  
 

 Thursday, 4/2 

 Wednesday, 4/8 

 

Friday, April 17th 

ZOOM ONLY 
No in-person Erev Shabbat Serv ice 

https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2026-04-01
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A P R I L  2 0 2 5  
Date Time Event OS Z YT Other 

4/2 Thu All Day Office Closed - Passover OS    
4/2 Thu 6:00pm 2nd Night Seder at TBO OS    
4/3 Fri 7:30pm Erev Shabbat Worship  OS  YT  
4/6 Mon 7:00pm Ways & Means CommiƩee   Z   
4/7 Tue 10:30am KnoƩy Ladies   Z   
4/7 Tue 7:00pm Sisterhood Board   Z   
4/7 Tue 7:00pm Outreach Sub-CommiƩee MeeƟng   Z   
4/8 Wed All Day Office Closed - Passover OS    
4/8 Wed 10:30am Adult EducaƟon CommiƩee  OS Z   
4/8 Wed 6:30pm Sisterhood CraŌ Night  OS    
4/9 Thu 10:00am Mah Jong Club  OS    
4/10 Fri 7:30pm Erev Shabbat Worship: Yom HaShoah Candle Service OS  YT  
4/11 Sat 10:00am Shabbat Prayer, Torah Study & Potluck Lunch  OS Z   
4/12 Sun 2:00pm Adult Ed: Laura Gold, Esq. on Genealogy OS Z   
4/14 Tue 10:30am KnoƩy Ladies  OS Z   
4/14 Tue 1:00pm House CommiƩee MeeƟng  OS    
4/14 Tue 6:30pm City of La Mirada City Council RecogniƟon    X 
4/14 Tue 7:00pm Safety & Security MeeƟng   Z   
4/15 Wed 10:30am ICR/Social AcƟon CommiƩee   Z   
4/15 Wed 12:00pm Brown Bag & Books   Z   
4/15 Wed 6:15pm Brotherhood Dinner Program & MeeƟng  OS    
4/15 Wed 7:00pm Ways & Means CommiƩee   Z   
4/16 Thu 10:00am Mah Jong Club  OS    
4/17 Fri 7:30pm Erev Shabbat Worship   Z   
4/18 Sat 5:30pm 70th Anniversary CelebraƟon OS    
4/20 Mon 6:00pm Board MeeƟng & Dinner  OS Z   
4/20 Mon 7:30pm General Membership MeeƟng  OS Z   
4/21 Tue 10:30am KnoƩy Ladies   Z   
4/22 Wed 6:15pm Brotherhood Game Night - All are Welcome OS    
4/23 Thu 10:00am Mah Jong Club  OS    
4/24 Fri 7:30pm Erev Shabbat Worship: Jackson R. Bar Mitzvah OS  YT  
4/25 Sat 9:00am Jackson R. Bar Mitzvah OS    
4/28 Tue 10:30am KnoƩy Ladies  OS Z   
4/28 Tue 7:00pm Membership CommiƩee   Z   
4/29 Wed 11:00am Sisterhood Dineout at DeLuca's Italian Restaurant    X 

4/30 Thu 10:00am Mah Jong Club  OS    

 

https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2026-04-01
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April Anniversaries 

3rd   Ted & Noelle Singer 

5th   David & Karen Yungman 

7th   Lynda & Danny Morris 

7th   Linda & Kenneth Selander 

9th   Douglas & Joann Kotkin 

14th Dena & Gilbert Delgado 

18th Izzy Fregoso & Sergio Argumedo 

 

April Birthdays 

4th   Stephan Weisel 

7th   Sandra Gelmini 

14th  Eliana Kudler 

15th  Michelle Sivertsen 

16th  Olivia Rosenberg 

18th  Peggy Roman 

22nd  Ben Liepe 

23rd  Rhona Gewelber 

25th  Joann Kotkin 

26th  Leila Fenton-Strauss 

27th  Jeff Strauss 

28th  Kimberly Gimbel-Johnson 

28th  Fred Malkin 

28th  Michele Pino 

30th  Jan Dezen 

30th  Suzanne (Shoashanah) Tobias 

 Want to send a special birthday or anniversary greeƟng 
in next month’s issue? Email: izzyfregoso@gmail.com 
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The ICR/Social AcƟon CommiƩee invites you to learn about: 

The Assistance League 
The goal of the Assistance League is to strengthen communiƟes naƟonwide.  
Volunteers are driving real change through “hands-on programs tailored to 
local needs.”  The Assistance League of Whiƫer supports children and adults 
with programs addressing school clothing, shoes, dental services and 
resources for families.  As the Assistance League says,  
“Together, we’re not just meeƟng needs—we’re changing futures.” 

 If you are looking for an opportunity to make a difference in someone’s life 
through volunteering or donaƟng, click the link and explore the website. 

 

 

 

 
hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUugrNjWPck 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Back to our Community 
 Sponsor erev Shabbat flowers (email ellieurcis17@gmail.com) 
 Sponsor an Oneg (email ellieurcis17@gmail.com) 
 Shabbat GreeƟngs (email fundraising@tbolm.org) 
 Tree of life (email office@tbolm.org) 
 Framed Torah porƟons (email office@tbolm.org) 
 DonaƟon to general or specific fund 

(hƩps://tbolm.shulcloud.com/payment.php) 

Check out tbolm.org for more information or contact us at office@tbolm.org for more information on 
Temple Beth Ohr committees, clubs, and other groups. 

A s s i s t a n c e l e a g u e . o r g  

CollecƟng pop tabs is one of the easiest ways to support the Orange County Ronald McDonald House! 
The liƩle flips from soda, soup, or beer cans will make a big difference. It’s easy, ongoing, and impacƞul. 

Drop them off anyƟme at the entry table or giŌ shop counter. Every tab counts! Contact Terri Lavoot for more info. 

https://www.assistanceleague.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUugrNjWPck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUugrNjWPck
https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://tbolm.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://tbolm.org/



